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D E S C R l s E  THE P R C S f N T  A N D  O R 1 C I N A L  (If  known) P H r s l C n L  a V P E h R A N C E  

The Beers House i s  a r ec tangu la r  briclc s t r u c t u r e  of t h r e e  s t o r i e s  crowned 
by an I t a l i a n a t e  bracketed co rn ice  and shal low hipped roof.  The house a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  was two and-a-hal f  s t o r i e s  wi th  a gable roof  and dormers; 
t hc  t h i r d  s t o r y  was added by the  Heers family i n  1860. Although the  
alteration !gas sympathetic wi th  the  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t he  change is 
apparen t  upon examination of the  brickwork. The facade of the  house is 
three-bays  wide wi th  t h e  f r o n t  door loca ted  i n  the  bay n e a r e s t  College 
S t r e e t .  The door is -- e n r i c h e d b y - s i d e l i g h t s  and p i l a s t e r s ,  and is framed 
2 a-Pd porch c o n t a i n i n g  coupled Greek Doric columns. Though 

i n d i f f e r e n t l y  maintained,  most o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a f i n e  
e a r l y  s t a i r c a s e ,  remain g e n e r a l l y  i n t a c t .  The small yard i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  house is enclosed by an  i r o n  f ence  s e t  i n  a , b r i c k  . r e t a i n i n g  . . wal l .  . . 
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s r r r  EUENT O F  SIGNIF ICANCE (Include Peramads., Dale.. Evonl., Etc.) 1 
This  Greek Revival townhouse w a s  b u i l t  i n  1839 by William Beers ,  a  
merchant t a i l o r ,  and w a s  owned by t h e  Beers family u n t i l  1872. The only 
o t h e r  f a a r y h o  l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  any l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  w a s  the  Morris Nelson 
f a m i F w h o  owned the  house from 1883 u n t i l  1909. I n  1965 the  house was 
acqui red  by the  Medical College o f  V i r g i n i a  which now uses  i t  f o r  o f f i c e s .  

While the  Beers House is not  e s p e c i a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  a  h i s t o r i c  sense ,  
i t s  l o c a t i o n  on the  co rne r  o f  Col lege  and Broad  treet ti make i t  an  i n t e g r a l  
l i n k  i n  a  group o f  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  the  Medical College o f  Vi rg in ia  
a rea .  D i r e c t l y  above the  Beers House, on Broad S t r e e t ,  i s  Monumental 
Church; below i t  is the  Afr ican  B a p t i s t  Church; and behind i t  i s  t h e  
Egyptian Building.  The Beers House i s  a l s o  t h e  last remaining e a r l y  house 
on Broad S t r e e t  west  of Shockhoe Val ley .  
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